
Decision Making by an Officer with Delegated Powers

Decision to be taken by: Tim Browne, Director of Education

Report title: Gloucestershire School Term Dates for 2021/22 Academic Year: 
A Report To Determine the School Calendar 

The decision That the recommended term dates are approved for 2021/22

Background 
documents 

Background documents include:

 Term dates from previous years 
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-
learning/term-dates/ 

 Due Regards Statement (2021/22) - attached
 Neighbouring local authority term date choices document links 

available from each LA website

Reasons for the 
decision

Local authorities have a duty to determine the school term dates for 
community and voluntary-controlled schools in their area. Its also 
recommends these dates for adoption by Governors of foundation, 
voluntary aided, trust maintained, academies and free schools. 

The recommended term dates take into account the favoured 
principles responded to in the 2016 consultation and proposed 
calendars put forward by all neighbouring local authorities.

Financial implications No impact

Confirmation that the 
decision is within 
budget for the 
service area and 
resources are 
available

No impact

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/term-dates/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/term-dates/


Who has been 
consulted?

What were their 
comments?

All neighbouring local authorities were contacted prior to designing 
dates for academic year 2021/22 to ensure that as far as possible, 
term dates between counties are aligned. 

In 2016 Gloucestershire County Council carried out a full public 
consultation on the principles to be used when setting its future term 
dates. The key points from this consultation were:

- It is important for the LA to set the term dates;
- School holidays should be full weeks where possible;
- A six week term would be the most favourable;
- Whilst responders had a preference for equal term lengths, if 

necessary a longer Autumn term was more favourable than the 
Summer term;

- Ideally Easter would fall in the middle of the Easter school 
holiday;

- Schools should be able to set their own inset days within the 
term dates approved by the LA (195 day calendar)

These favoured principles were applied when designing the 2021/22 
calendar. This has enabled a longer Autumn term than Summer term 
and for full weeks and equal term lengths in the main. The pre-
determined Easter bank holiday can be accommodated at the start of 
the school holiday to allow for equal term lengths.

Individual schools can continue to set their own INSET days to allow 
flexibility within this academic calendar.

Alternative options 
considered and 
rejected

Only two of the South West and neighbouring authorities (Oxfordshire 
and Warwickshire) are not proposing term dates that mirrors those 
proposed in Gloucestershire. Wiltshire is currently consulting upon 
two options so no decision has yet been made. 

In these cases term dates differ by up to two days at the end of some 
terms; dependent upon the local authority concerned. Gloucestershire 
County Council is unable to align term dates to all neighbouring 
authorities due to their variances; however it is important to note that 
schools on the borders can use their INSET days for flexibility to 
mirror those of other local schools. It was also important for 
Gloucestershire families for children to have full school weeks as far 
as possible. 

The proposed term dates from local authorities are yet to be 
confirmed, and are therefore subject to change. 



Risk Analysis Community and voluntary controlled schools must seek agreement 
before adopting different term dates to those set by the local 
authority.  

The authority will recommend term dates for all other maintained 
schools and academies, and the previous consultation exhibited 
support for doing this. If an increased number of schools were to 
adopt different term dates, this could create issues for families (in 
terms of family cohesion and/or employment) and lead to transport 
implications.  

Therefore all schools are encouraged to consult with the Council 
regarding any different term dates they might adopt, to ensure their 
pupils’ transport to school is not adversely affected (particularly in 
cases where one bus/taxi services two different schools with 
conflicting term dates) - and therefore ensure any additional cost to 
the Council is minimised.  

Compliance with 
Public Sector 
Equality Duty
Has a Due Regard 
Statement been 
completed? 

Yes.

Has any conflict of 
interest been 
declared by any 
Cabinet Member 
consulted on the 
decision?

If any conflict of 
interest declared, 
was a dispensation 
granted by the Audit 
and Governance 
Committee of the 
Council?

No conflict of interest has been declared.

Does this decision 
report form or any 
supporting papers 
provided contain 
confidential or 
exempt information?  

No

If Yes, please provide details of document(s) that are confidential or 
exempt

Does this decision 
need to be published 
on the GCC website?

Yes

The term dates should be published on the GCC website.



In coming to this decision I have given due and full regard to the requirements of the Public 
Sector Equality Duty contained in section 149 of the Equality Act 2010 (“the Act”) by 
reference to the law itself and also the relevant Due Regard Statement, which was prepared 
in accordance with the requirements of the Act. 

Having fully considered all available information, I have decided to take the recommended 
decision(s), for the reasons set out in this report. 

Signed:  

Dated: 6/03/20

Contact details for further information:

Officer:  Tim Romer, Lead Appeal Officer

Tel:  01452 426116

Email: Timothy.Romer@gloucestershire.gov.uk




